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Evolving Modern Technology: Technology in the 1930s

            The 1930s was the height of the Great Depression. The entire world fell into an economic decline. But they did not stop innovating technology that would become household staples. Improvements were made to the recording process of phonograph records, the invention of synthetic speech, the commercialization of radio, and the invention of the Complex Number Calculator, along with many other ingenious inventions and improvements to technology.

            The phonograph was a staple in society. Invented and patented by Thomas Alva Edison, the phonograph had been around for 50 years. But many companies were collapsing as a result of the Great Depression. Major record companies survived, but many merged or went out of business. Sales would continue to decline as the commercialization of radio progressed. Before the 1930s, most records were produced by laterally cutting vibrations into a wax disk. A new technology was created that cut the disk vertically. This allowed for less distortion and a longer playing time.

            The commercialization of radio began in the 1930s. The actual radio had been patented in 1896 in Great Britain , but the introduction to the commercial market did not begin for several years. Large steps were taken in the 1930s to set up a huge market for the radio. In the early 1930s, frequency modulation radio, or FM radio, was invented by amateur radio operators. Single-sideband modulation had also been invented by amateur radio operators around the same time. By the time the decade had ended, both types of modulation had been established as commercial radio modes.
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