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The Creature of Frankenstein: A Freudian Investigation


The creature of Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein brings an element of horror and terror that enhances the mood of this psychological thriller. The creature will be analyzed with Freudian’s theories on psychology as their deep insight into motivations can help in uncovering the psychology behind the creature. The psychological motivations of the creature’s actions in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein can be revealed through a Freudian analysis. 


To begin, the id principle of Freudian psychoanalysis will be used to examine the creature’s actions. The id is in the brain’s unconscious, and acts to satisfy needs. It contains a person’s instinctual needs, which include food, water, and box. The id principle is strongly based on the pleasure principle, which states that people will act to avoid pain and gain pleasure. In the following examples, the strength of the creature’s id will be shown. 


The first example comes from Frankenstein during the time when the creature confronts Victor. “I will revenge my injuries; if I cannot inspire love, I will cause fear, and chiefly towards your you my archenemy, because my creator, do I swear inextinguishable hatred. Have a care; I will work at your destruction, nor finish until I desolate your heart, so that you shall curse the hour of your birth” (Shelley 135). In this confrontation, the creature shows his deep want for a mate. As he is the only creature of his type, he does not have another creature to mate with. The creature confronts Victor to demand the creation of his mate, as only Victor holds the power to create his mate. He is fueled to do this because of his id. His want for a mate comes from the pleasure principle and his id’s drive for box. His id overwhelms his super-ego and ego because of his instinctual drives. These drives know that if he does not receive a mate, he will live with the pain of not only failing to obtain a mate, but also the guilt of knowing that he was the reason for the failure of his species. If he does not drive Victor to create a mate for him, his species will die as a result of his failure. 


The power of his id is shown in a second example. This occurs when the creature kills William, Victor’s relative. “ “’Frankenstein! You belong to my enemy-to him towards whom I have sworn eternal revenge; you shall be my first victim.’ The child still struggled…and in a moment he lay dead at my feet” (Shelley 131). This is an extreme victory by the id. The super-ego of the creature should have created feelings of guilt in the creature for killing William, but the super-ego of the creature is drastically undeveloped, as it will be shown later in this investigation. The id has little to overcome to do as it pleases. In this situation, the monster is actually manipulating Victor’s psychology to cause Victor to do as he wishes.  The creature knows that if he kills William, the guilt and fear that will be inspired in Victor will be so great that Victor will do as the creature pleases. Since he wishes for Victor to build a second creature, he knows that carrying out the murder of William will help him manipulate Victor into creating his mate. All in all, the aggressive nature of the creature demanding a second creature from Victor comes from his id, which wishes to satisfy the pleasure principle and his want for box. 


Another principle of Freudian psychology that can be used to analyze the creature is the super-ego. The super-ego contains our morals, as well as our feelings of pride, guilt, and remorse. Victor never allows the creature’s super-ego to develop by abandoning him immediately after his creation. The creature is unable to develop morals from his elders, making the super-ego very weak. This weakness allows the opposing id to dominate. This is shown in the denouement, “’If you had listened to the voice of conscience and heeded the stings of remorse before you had urged your diabolical vengeance to this extremity, Frankenstein would have yet lived’” (Shelley 209). The weakness of the super-ego is summarized in this quote. This quote shows that the creature could not listen to his conscience as his super-ego in general was too weak and did not know how to react in many situations. The diction of this passage is very strong, as it further shows that the creature’s super-ego is almost non-existent. The use of “the stings of remorse” shows that the creature should have felt immense pain, guilt, and remorse for killing Victor’s relatives. However, due to his undeveloped super-ego, the creature does not know he should even feel the “stings of remorse”. Without these stings, the creature cannot oppose satisfying his id’s want for a mate. 


Lastly, the ego principle of Freudian psychology can be applied to the creature. The ego tries to balance the id and the super-ego, but the creature’s ego cannot do this. The dominance of the id and the weakness of the super-ego leads to an advantage to the id in the ego’s decisions. 

